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9 December 2020 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
Committee on Scottish Government Handling of Harassment Complaints 
 
I write in response to your letter to me of 4 December. Please see below answers to the specific 
questions you have asked in that letter: 
 
What you did with the information provided during this contact from Ms A  
 
The only time I met with Ms A was at the meeting on 22 November 2017 which both Ms Russell 
and I attended with Ms A.  As Ms Russell confirmed in her evidence on 1 December, Ms Russell 
sent an agreed note of the meeting to Ms Richards and Ms Mackinnon on 22 November 2017. 
 
The identity of all the people you informed about the contact from Ms A  
 
I informed Ms Richards, Ms Mackinnon and Ms B. 
 
Ms Richards and Ms Mackinnon were made aware of the contact that Ms Russell and I had with 
Ms A by way of the note of the meeting sent by email from Ms Russell on 22 November 2017 (as 
referred to above). 
  
I sent a text to Ms B on 22 November 2017 when I confirmed that Ms A had made contact.  No 
details of what had been discussed at the meeting with Ms A were shared with Ms B. 
 
The background to the text to Ms B on 22 November is that Ms B had mentioned Ms A to me in 
my initial conversation with her on 8 November 2017.  In the meeting with Ms Russell and I on 
22 November, Ms A noted that Ms B was aware that we were meeting her that day.  I confirmed 
to Ms B that I had met Ms A that day.  I also made Ms B aware of the option to meet Ms Russell 
if she wanted and I offered to make a note of Ms B’s concerns anonymously if she wanted 
(which I had not done to date). 
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When and how you informed those individuals 
 
As noted above, Ms Richards and Ms Mackinnon on 22 November 2017 by way of a note of the 
meeting which Ms Russell sent to them; and Ms B by text on 22 November 2017. 
 
In addition I would like to provide a point of clarification, in Ms Russell’s evidence on 
1 December 2020, she referred to that fact that I had mentioned to her that an individual 
might be in touch with her.  Ms Russell had assumed that the individual I had been referring 
to was Ms A.  In fact the individual I was referring to was Ms B but Ms Russell had no reason 
to know that as no names were shared at any time.   
 
The background is that I had, as agreed, forwarded the Permanent Secretary’s note of 
13 November 2017 to Ms B.  In that note of the 13 November, the Permanent Secretary 
refers to Ms Russell and her role as a ‘confidential sounding board’.  In a text to Ms B on 
13 November, I noted that I had mentioned to Ms Russell that day that there may be 
someone in touch with her but I did not mention any name.   
 
When I had spoken to Ms Russell on 13 November, I was referring to Ms B at that time – the 
contact with Ms A, via Mr Somers, came later on 22 November.  Ms Russell never had any 
contact with Ms B so she had assumed, with the subsequent contact from Ms A, that I had 
been referring to potential contact from her.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Barbara Allison 
Director of Communications, Ministerial Support & Facilities 


